Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (P-O) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.024; wR factor = 0.058; data-to-parameter ratio = 25.4.
Single crystals of silver(I) polyphosphate(V), AgPO 3 , were prepared via a phosphoric acid melt method using a solution of Ag 3 PO 4 in H 3 PO 4 . In comparison with the previous study based on single-crystal Weissenberg photographs [Jost (1961) . Acta Cryst. 14, 779-784], the results were mainly confirmed, but with much higher precision and with all displacement parameters refined anisotropically. The structure is built up from two types of distorted edge-and corner-sharing [AgO 5 ] polyhedra, giving rise to multidirectional ribbons, and from two types of PO 4 tetrahedra linked into meandering chains (PO 3 ) n spreading parallel to the b axis with a repeat unit of four tetrahedra. The calculated bond-valence sum value of one of the two Ag I ions indicates a significant strain of the structure.
Related literature
For a previous crystallographic study of AgPO 3 , see : Jost (1961) . For the isotypic A-form of the Kurrol salt NaPO 3 , see: McAdam et al. (1968) . Properties of glassy silver phosphates have been reported by Portier et al. (1990) and Novita et al. (2009) Averbuch-Pouchot (1993) . For background to the bondvalence method, see: Brown & Altermatt (1985) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Oxford Diffraction Xcalibur-3 CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (Blessing, 1995 
Data collection: CrysAlis CCD (Oxford Diffraction, 2006 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis CCD; data reduction: CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction, 2006); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and enCIFer (Allen et al., 2004) .
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: WM2454). (Portier et al., 1990; Novita et al., 2009) . Much attention has therefore been paid to phase equilibrium studies within AgPO 3 -M(PO 3 ) n systems, where M is a rare earth (Ayadi et al., 2009; Naili et al., 2006 , El Masloumi et al., 2005 , a divalent (Belharouak et al., 1999) or a monovalent metal (Averbuch-Pouchot, 1993) .
Structure Reports Online
The title compound is isotypic with the A-form of the Kurrol salt NaPO 3 (McAdam et al., 1968) . AgPO 3 has been previously structurally studied based on single crystal Weissenberg photographs (Jost, 1961) . The current study mainly confirms the previous results, but with significantly higher precision and with anisotropic displacement parameters refined for all atoms.
The structure of AgPO 3 features two types of penta-coordinated Ag I ions: Ag1 is located in a distorted trigonal bipyramid and Ag2 in a irregular tetragonal pyramid of oxygen atoms ( 
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